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Seneca Falls Day Meeting 
Congress to Act on Equal Rights Amendment 


Urges President and 


by MAMIE SYDNEY MIZEN ~ 
Associate Editor, Equal Rights 


[Ts spirit that moved the pioneer women at Seneca 
Falls a century and one year ago stirred again when 
members of the National Woman’s Party and District 
Branch members opened the garden of Alva Belmont 
House to visitors at a lawn party commemorating 
that historic meeting on July 19-20, 1848. After guests 
had been welcomed and served, the members of the 
National Council present met in informal session and 
drafted two resolutions 


on the Equal Rights 

Amendment. One of these 

resolutions went to Pres- 
ident Truman, and one 

to Senator Scott Lucas, 

Senate Majority Leader. 

The texts of the two res- 

olutions follow: 


Resolution to The President: 
July 20, 1949 


WHEREAS, The first ses- 
sion of the 81st Congress is 
drawing to a close, and the 
Equal Rights Amendment, al- 
though on the Senate Calen- 
dar since March 22, 1949, has 
not been seriously considered 
for floor action by that body, 


and 

WHEREAS, The Demo- 
cratic Party in Convention 
assembled in Philadelphia in 
1948 solemnly pledged 
through its Platform that 
this Amendment would be in- 
cluded in the legislative pro- 
gram to be acted upon by this 
Congress, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RE- 
SOLVED, That members of 
the National Woman’s Party 
assembled to celebrate the 
101st anniversary of the Sen- 
eca Falls, New York, Conven- 
tion, held July 19-20, 1848, 


President of the United 
States to use his unlimited 
power to urge the Senate leaders to bring the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the floor of the Senate for a vote immediately, 
giving the Amendment a position of dignity, that makes it pos- 
sible to be passed before the end of this Congressional Session. 


Resolution to the Chairman, Senate Policy Committee: 


WHEREAS, The first session of the 81st Congress is drawing 
to a close, and the Equal Rights Amendment, although on the 
Senate Calendar since March 22, 1949, has not been seriously 
considered for floor action by that body, and 


_ WHEREAS, The Democratic Party in Convention assembled 
in Philadelphia in 1948 solemnly pledged through its Platform 
that this Amendment would be included in the legislative pro- 
gram to be acted upon by this Congress, and 


WHEREAS, Seventy-four (74) Senators have p!edged them- 
selves to its support, 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That members of the 


Pd 


Dr. Agnes E. Wells, Chairman, National Woman’s Party (r) 
and Judge Marion J. Harron of the Tax Court of the U. S. 


National Woman’s Party assembled to celebrate the 101st anni- 
versary of the Seneca Falls, New York, Convention, held July 
19-20, 1848, respectfully place before you the urgent uest 
that the Equal Rights Amendment be brought to the floor for a 
vote immediately, giving us, please, a few days’ notice of its 
place on the agenda. 


(Signed) AGNES E. WELLS, Chairman. 


Dr. Agnes Wells, the new National Chairman, was 
presented with a bouquet 
of asters in the Party 
colors as a “welcome 
home” gift. She had just 
that day returned from a 
short trip. 


Dr. Wells presided over 
the session which heard 
Mrs. Cecil Norton Broy, 
Political Chairman, 
whose report from the 
Policy Committee of the 
Democratic Party moved 
the group to take the ac- 
tion above. Dr. Wells 
also reported that the 
Cuban Government had 
sent back the Bogota 
Treaty with official sig- 
nature guaranteeing both 
civil and political rights 
to all citizens of that 
country. She urged that 
this stimulate all present 
to work harder to bring 
the Amendment through 
Congress this session as 
a step nearer realization 
of full rights in this 
country. 


An honored guest of 
the occasion was Judge 
Marion J. Harron of the 
Tax Court of the United 
_ §$States. In a short, in- 
formal speech to the group, Judge-.Harron stated that 
she was grateful for the work of women’s groups, for 
without it, and without the foundation laid by the 
National Woman’s Party, women would not now be 
eligible for such positions as the one she was about to 
assume. The group welcomed Mrs. Ethel B. McKin- 
ney, new Chairman of the Maryland State Branch. Dr. 
Wells then went into the question of changes in policy 
with regard to dues, discussed elsewhere in this issue. 


As the guests left the garden, their last glances 
caught the American flag silhouetted against a patch 
of sunset sky, and the purple and gold of the asters on 
the table below it. It might be that it was prophetic 
of the day when the equality symbolized by the colors 
in the asters is an actuality in every spot over which 
the American flag waves. | 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex. 


“Congress and the several States shall have power, within their respective 
jurisdictions to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 


‘‘This amendment shal] take effect one year after the date of ratification.” 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 
Introduced: 


In Senate, Jan. 13, 1949, by Senator Guy M. Gillette (D), Iowa, with 
35 co-sponsors. 


In House, Jan. 5, 1949, by Rep. Katharine St. George (Rj), N. Y., 
with 120 co-sponsors. 


Referred to Judiciary Committee of both Houses, at time of introduction. 
Reported: 

Favorably by Senate Judiciary Committee, March 14, 1949. 
Present Status: 

In Senate, 


On calendar awaiting vote on Senate floor. 
In House, 


Before Judiciary Committee. 


- powerful assurance of consideration. 


Urgent 


We ask our members and all other readers to realize 
the urgency of the present status of the Equal Rights 
Amendment in the Congress and to act accordingly. 
The Secretary of the Senate promised our Chairman 
on July 26 that the Amendment would surely be 
brought to a vote during this session. This is no idle 
statement. Pending legislation could have no more 
However, Na- 
tional Woman’s Party members know only too well the 
truth of the old adage involving the cup and the lip. We 
beg you to help avoid such a catastrophe. Take your 
pen in hand and write at once to Mr. Leslie Biffle, Sec- 
retary of the Senate, the Capitol, Washington, D. C., 
and to Senator Scott Lucas, Chairman of the Policy 
Committee. Thank them both for their assurance that 
the Amendment will surely be brought to the floor this 
session. Then, write your two Senators. Remind those 


New Schedule of Dues 


One of the significant acts of the new National Coun- 
cil was the change in the type and in the disposition of 
dues. In order that members may have this clearly in 
mind, this brief explanation is in order. 


There are six types of dues, with varying rights and 
privileges. There are (1) the ten dollar membership 
which carries with it the special privileges of using 
the headquarters for meetings or parties, and of rent- 
ing a room or rooms there permanently; (2) the five 
dollar; (3) the three dollar and a half; (4) the three 
dollar; (5) the two dollar and (6) the one dollar mem- 
bership. The last five types carry only the privileges 
paid for, which will be explained later, except that the 
five dollar, three and a half and three dollar member- 
ships allow temporary rental of rooms at headquarters. 


It is most important to note that the old twenty-five 
cent membership which simply made the payer a regis- 
tered member, eligible to be counted for the purpose of 
sending convention delegates, has been abolished. The 
dollar membership takes its place. To date, there has 
been no arrangement for continuing the so-called “life 
memberships”. However, it is the hope of the National 
Council that.there will be a number of ten-year mem- 
berships at one thousand dollars, to be paid at once or 
in deferred payments. Ten percent of each such mem- 
bership will accrue to the state which is the residence 
of the member, and the remainder will be set aside in 
a fund for use of National Headquarters. These mem- 
berships can become the lifeblood of activities. 


The disposition of the money received from dues is 
made on two bases: first, as to the group securing the 
new member; second, as to the type of dues: Let us 
begin with the ten dollar membership. It is distri- 
buted as follows: one dollar and a half for “Equal 
Rights”, and if the National Headquarters gets the 
new member, seven dollars and a half comes to head- 
quarters, one dollar stays in the state from which the 
member comes. If, on the other hand, the state or 
local group secures the member, the seven dollars and 
a half stays in the state, one dollar comes to the Na- 
tional Headquarters, and the one dollar and a half 
goes to “Equal Rights’. 


The same idea maintains with the five, three and a 
half, and the three dollar memberships. If the Na- 
tional Headquarters gets the member, the same dollar 
and a half is for “Equal Rights” and the dollar goes 
to the group, the larger part of the remainder to the 
National Headquarters; while if the local group gets 
the new member, the larger fraction of the amount 
stays there. Two dollar memberships are divided 
equally between state and National Headquarters, with 
no “Equal Rights”. The full amount of the dollar 
registration memberships comes to ;National Head- 
quarters. It is obvious why the two latter types of 
dues do not carry subscriptions to the magazine. 


It is hoped that under this system the activity in the 
states will increase, since the securing of members by 
local groups leaves more money for their operations, 
and the knowledge of the distribution of the funds will 
be ie aga to all members in their campaign for new 
recruits. 


whose votes are pledged how important their presence 


will be on the day of the vote. Urge those who are 
opposed or undecided, to allow this measure which has 
been introduced in every Congress since 1923, to go at 
last to the States for a vote. 


| 
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THE TRIP WEST 


by Dr. AGNES E. WELLS 
National Chairman, National Woman’s Party 


FTER the National Council of the National 

Woman’s Party voted to help finance a trip to the 
Convention of the American Association of University 
Women in Seattle, Washington, June 19-23, 1949, for 
Dr. Mary Sinclair Crawford of Los Angeles, California, 
and for your Chairman hurried plans were made by 
both to do everything in their power to influence the 
AAUW delegates to reconsider the opposition of the 
National Legislative Committee and many Branches 
of the AAUW to the Equal Rights Amendment, and to 
withdraw this opposition. 

The California delegation did a splendid piece of 
educational work among the delegates. The AAUW 
officers gave permission for distribution of an open 
letter, signed by five women strongly favoring the 
Equal Rights Amendment. The letter follows: 


June 20, 1949 
“DEAR AAUW DELEGATE: 


“Please read carefully the pamphlet, ‘Equality 
of Rights for Women Under the Law,’ published 
by the Southern California Women Lawyers, and 
the resolution sent to National by the Los Angeles 
Branch. We appeal to you for your support of this 
resolution or a similar resolution or motion, which 
we expect will be presented for discussion on the 
floor of the Convention, Thursday morning or 
afternoon. 


“If we vote at this Convention to include the 
principle of an equal rights amendment without 
qualification to the United States Constitution in 
the AAUW legislative program, we can work for 
the adoption and ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 


“The American Association of University 
Women for years refused support of a woman’s 
suffrage amendment to the United States Consti- 
tution. Let us not make a similar mistake today. 
In view of the emerging philosophy of internation- 
alism, we as leaders in the intellectual world should 
view the Equal Rights Amendment in the light of 
historical perspective. Only by supporting at this 
Convention the principle of full equality for women 
without qualification can we fulfill our responsi- 
bility to posterity and to women throughout the 
world. 

“Signed, AGNES E. WELLS, 
Dean Emeritus of the University of Indiana. First 
Vice-President 1925-29 of AAUW and former 


State President of Indiana. Delegate—Saginaw 
Branch 

ROSALIND GOODRICH BATES 

President of the International Federation of Women 
Lawyers. Member—Los Angeles Branch 


MARY SINCLAIR CRAWFORD, 

Former Dean and Professor Emeritus of Old French, 
University of Southern California. Delegate—Los 
Angeles Branch 

BLANCHE FUNK MILLER, 

Judge, Tacoma, Washington. Delegate—Whitten- 

berg College, Ohio 
PEARL A. WANAMAKER, 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction State of 
Washington. Member, United States National 
Commission for UNESCO. Former President, 
mam Education Association. Member—Seattle 
Branch.’ 


Distributed with the letters was an excellent printed 
statement favoring the Equal Rights Amendment and 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by 
the General Assembly of the United Nations in session 
in Paris on December 10, 1948. The statement was 


prepared by 18 women lawyers, members of the Inter- 
national Federation of Women Lawyers. 


Evidently many uninstructed delegates were im- 
pressed with the logic and common sense of the state- 
ments. An estimated one-third of the 1700 delegates 
voted “Yes” on the following motion prepared by the 
Los Angeles Branch and seconded by your Chairman, 
that we amend Item 18, Page 184 (Spring 1949 AAUW 
Journal) under the heading, “Status of Women,” and 
substitute the following: “The American Association 
of University Women shall discontinue opposition to 
an unqualified equal rights amendment to the United 
States Constitution.” The motion was lost. Your 
Chairman then moved to amend the motion on Item 18, 
Page 184, under the heading, “Status of Women” of the 
tentative Legislative Program by striking it out. An 
estimated one-third of the delegates supported this mo- 
tion, but it was lost. 


One of the California delegation then moved a substi- 
tute motion to put the Equal Rights Amendment on the 
“Study Program for the next two years.” The parlia- 
mentation pronounced this motion “out of order.” Thus 
ended five days of hard work and many meetings among 
National Woman’s Party members held to consider 
ways and means of acquainting delegates who knew 
—— about the Equal Rights Amendment, with facts 
about it. 


In spite of our defeat, Dr. Crawford and many others, 
including myself, felt that the Amendment had gained 
in interest and momentum during the Convention, 
which represented college women from the 48 States. 


The National President, Dr. Althea K. Hottel, is an 
excellent administrator and presided admirably at all 
sessions. It was a difficult convention for a president 
in many ways. 

The day I arrived in Seattle, the Western Regional 
Conference of the Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs held its closing banquet, to which I was invited. 
This Region includes Alaska, California, the Hawaiian 
Islands, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah and 
Washington. 

I was seated at the table for State Presidents, since 
I had been State President in Indiana. I had an op- 
portunity to give these women the latest report on the 
Senators and members of the House of Representatives 
who support the Equal Rights Amendment. 


The excellent address of the evening was given by 
the Honorable Nancy Hodges of the Canadian Parlia- 
ment, on ““More Women in Public Offices.” She said 
that “since we women have the vote the remedy is in 
our own hands.” 

Your Chairman during her absence from Washington 
(June 10 to June 30) had an opportunity to meet with 
members of the National Woman’s Party, the Business 
and Professional Women’s Clubs, the American Asso- 
ciation of University Women, and University of Mich- 
igan Women in Detroit, Saginaw, and Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; in Chicago, Illinois; in Madison, Wisconsin; 
and in St. Paul and Duluth, Minnesota. 

Looking back on this trip, I feel that the greatest 
drawback to the support of the Amendment is lack of 
accurate knowledge of facts about it. May each one of 
us, as intelligent, enthusiastic members of the National 
Woman’s Party, see at least ten women are acquainted 
with the Equal Rights Amendment and become new 
members of the National Woman’s Party before July 
1, 1950, and then continue as members at least until 36 
States have ratified the Amendment. 


} 
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Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America to Luxembourg 


by AMELIA HIMES WALKER 
Member, National Council 


T= third woman to receive a top position in our 
diplomatic corps is a member of the National Coun- 
cil of the National Woman’s Party, Perle S. Mesta, 
who now answers to the title of ““Madame Minister.” 


Appointed by President Harry S. Truman, Mrs. 
Mesta was invested with her commission on Friday, 
July 8, by Chief of Protocol Stanley Woodward. 
The ceremony was held in the modern beige and blue 
State Department Auditorium, which was jammed to 
overflowing with several hundred Washington notables, 


including about twenty members of the National. 


Woman’s Party headed by Dr. Agnes E. Wells, our 
National Chairman. A huge bouquet of purple, white 
and gold gladioli, our tribute to Madame Minister, 
caught all eyes as the central feature of the decoration 
of the stage on which the ceremony took place. 


Vice-President Barkley and Secretary of State Dean 
Acheson flanked Mrs. Mesta as she was administered 
the oath by Chief of Protocol Stanley Woodward. In 


the audience were the two Senators from Rhode Island, ~ 


Senator Green and Senator McGrath, proud that their 
tiny State could boast the residence of Madame 
Minister. 


Previously, on July 5th, when the Senate confirmed 


the nomination of Perle Mesta in regular session, many 
tributes had been paid her by various members of that 
august body. Just as in America it is a well-known 
fact that there is much preliminary business transacted 
on the golf course by the men players, so for centuries 
women have used the banquet table with their invited 
guests surrounding the board to gain knowledge and 
in many instances to become the power behind the 
throne, in America as well as in Europe. Madame 
Minister’s experience in Washington as a gracious 
hostess gave the impression that she also had eyes in 
the back of her head. 


Senator Tobey at that session said (in part) of her: 
“I know there are in Luxembourg many men and 
women looking forward to the great day when she will 
arrive, to add her generosity, her largesse, and her 
hospitality and to radiate the good influence she has 
radiated here in Washington.” 


Senator Murray said: “As a life-long advocate of 
the rights of women to participation in political affairs, 


it has been profoundly gratifying to me... to see the | 


extent to which women are moving into the affairs of 
Government and receiving some measure of recogni- 
tion, however belated, to which they are entitled by the 
contribution which they can so obviously make... I 
think the designation of Mrs. Mesta is one which may 
be very happily received.” 


Senator Connelly said (in part): “Mrs. Mesta is a 
woman of high character, and possesses a great deal of 
business experience, grace, and ability to get along with 
people. It is said that she entertains. That is what 
career men do so she has at least that qualification. She 
will have contacts with diplomats of other Nations and 
with the Grand Duchess.” 


Those of us who have worked with Perle Mesta on 
the National Council are confident of her ability and 
success in her new position. We know that with her, 
loyalty to America and its highest standards will al- 
ways come first. Her many visits to Europe have 
acquainted her with the complexities of its economic 
entanglements, and her business experience will give 
her a tactful approach to any subject which she may 
have to consider. 


Many men who have worn the Ambassadorial 
breeches have been bewildered into serving the coun- 
tries to which they have been assigned rather than up- 
holding American ideals. We who know Perle Mesta 
know that she is too clear-thinking to be bewildered 
by any group. 

Bon voyage, Madame Minister! 


Mrs. Perle Mesta To Be Honored By Reception 


Sponsors and friends of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment will gather at a reception in the garden of Alva 
Belmont House on the evening of August 8 to honor 
Mrs. Perle Mesta, member of the National Council of 
the National Woman’s Party, and recently appointed 
Minister to Luxembourg. 


In the receiving line Senators, Representatives and 
other distinguished guests, as well as Party members 
and their friends will greet our Chairman, Dr. Agnes 
E. Wells, the guest of honor, Mrs. Perle Mesta, the only 
woman Senator, Margaret Chase Smith, Anita Pollitzer, 
honorary chairman, Hon. Edith Nourse Rogers, and 
some of our national officers. 


First Woman Treasurer of the United States 


On June 21, 1949 Mrs. Georgia Neese Clark of Rich- 
land, Kansas, became the first woman to hold the office 
of Treasurer of the United States. The twenty-ninth 
person to serve our country as Treasurer, Mrs. Clark 
seems well qualified for that post. She has been, suc- 
cessively, teller, assistant cashier, and president of the 
Richland (Kansas).State Bank. For some years she 
has also owned and managed a general store and grain 
elevator, as well as managing seven farms for herself 
and thirteen farms for her mother. Politics also claim 
her interest: formerly employed in the Kansas Legis- 
lature, she has been Democratic National Committee- 
woman for Kansas, and in 1947 was elected vice-presi- 
dent of the Democratic Midwest Conference. 


As Treasurer, Mrs. Clark heads some 1600 em- 


ployees. _ Her responsibilities include the issuing and 
redemption of United States currency and coin, the 
payment of principal and interest on the public debt, 
and the receipt of all public moneys. 


The Senate unanimously confirmed President Tru- 
man’s nomination of Mrs. Clark for Treasurer on June 
6, 1949. When she was sworn into office two weeks 
later, Secretary Snyder congratulated her and re- 
marked that women had “fully proven their compe- 
tence to serve in the highest public administrative posi- 
tions.’”’ Mrs. Clark replied that her appointment, while 
significant as a milestone in the advancement of women 
in national affairs, should encourage women to become 
more interested and active in public life. 

—E. H. B. 
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Women March Forward In North Dakota 


By EMMA ZUGER (Mrs. Alfred Zuger) 


HEN the North Dakota 
Legislature convened on 
January Ist, 1947, I presented 
to that Assembly a resolution 
calling upon Congress to pass 
the EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT. This resolu- 
tion, after much study into its 
merits by the Assembly, was 
passed by the Senate of North 
Dakota February 20, 1947 
with but one dissenting vote 
and passed by the House unan- 
imously on February 28, 1947. 
Mra Z This placed our State second 
ssithsteeeanl in the Nation to have passed 
such a resolution. The State of New York was the 
first. Since then I have carefully watched the papers 
and I am glad to report that this action by our Legisla- 
ture has had a marked psychological effect in our State 
with regard to the election and appointment of women 
to public office. 


To begin with women federal office holders, Pearl 
Wendt, Williston, is the ONLY WOMAN in charge of 
a Federal Weather Bureau in North Dakota. A num- 
ber of women operate weather stations for the Weather 
Bureau, however. 


North Dakota is also proud to have listed Miss Bea- 
trice McMichael, of Fargo, who is clerk of the United 
States District Court. She is one of five womén in the 
Nation to hold this position. She has served in it for 
over ten years. Prior to that time she served as Fed- 
eral Court Reporter for eighteen years. Miss Mc- 
Michael is a member and officer of the National Women 
Lawyers Association and a member of the North 
Dakota Bar Association. 


President Truman recently appointed the following 
women to positions as postmistresses in North Dakota: 
Clara M. Rossing, Warner; Josephine M. Gannon, 
Wyndmere; Esther F. Klokonos, Butte; Jennie C. 
Brown, Heaton; Ardo J. Roy, St. John’s; Agnes Detter- 
man, Judson; Grace M. Dahlin, Max; Alice G. Kelley, 
Rogers; Ethel J. G. Griffin, Tower City, and Elenor M. 
Robins, Milton. Another woman, Mrs. Luella J. Ho- 
kanson, Ft. Yates, has been appointed postmistress of 
the Standing Rock Indian Reservation. 


Mrs. Josephine Kelly, Ft. Yates, North Dakota 
(Standing Rock Indian Reservation) has been elected 
President of the Sioux Tribal Council. It is the first 
time in the history of the Tribal Council that a woman 
has held this office. It may be added here that Mrs. 
Kelly has served many years as Deputy County Audi- 
tor of Sioux County, which position she still holds. 


The Honorable Thomas Hall, Bismarck, Secretary 
of State of North Dakota, has appointed Miss Irene 
Walters as his Deputy. This is the first time this office 
has been held by a woman. 


North Dakota has a woman State Auditor, Mrs. 
Berta Baker. North Dakota also has two women in our 
State Legislature, viz: Miss Byrnhild Haughland of 
Minot, and Miss Nellie E. Ellingson of Rugby. 


The State’s Postmasters’ Association, at their an- 
nual meeting, elected Mrs. Pete Zapas of Jamestown, 
President. This is the first time a woman has held this 
office in this organization. 


State Chairman of Legislation for the North Dakota 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party. 


In North Dakota 79 women are now holding elective 
county offices. Leading the list are 39 women serving 
as County Superintendents of Schools. Three women 
hold County Judgeships, 4 are Clerks of Court, 8 hold 
the office of Register of Deeds, 16 are County Treas- 
urers and 6 hold the office of County Auditor. 


The increasingly large number of county offices in 
North Dakota now held by women indicates that the 
women of the state are progressing on sound political 
footing toward larger spheres of usefulness. Here is 
the latest tabulation of the office-holding strength of 
women in county positions: 


In Adams County, Marie Roberts is county superin- 
tendent of schools. 


Barnes County has Jessie J. Lang as treasurer, Net- 
tie Climie as county superintendent of schools, and Mrs. 
C. T. Bechtel, auditor. 


In Benson County Lena Wigdahl is treasurer, Alice 
Thompson, superintendent of schools. 


Billings County’s superintendent of schools is Bea- 
trice L. Thomas. 


Bottineau County has chosen Lottie E. Acheson as 
ee judge and Jessie M. Page, superintendent of 
schools. 


Bowman County has a large slate of officeholders, 
with Sue McIntyre as auditor, Bernilda Huber, treas- 
urer; Marguerite Moore as acting clerk of the court, 
register of deeds and county judge, and Alice G. Ben- 
son, superintendent of schools. | 


Burke County’s superintendent of schools is Loretta 
O’Rourke, and Margaret Gillen holds the same office in 
Burleigh County. 


In Cass County, Mae Classon is auditor and Caroline 
Evington is superintendent of schools. 


Cavalier County has a woman register of deeds, 
Mary V. Thon, and in that county Gladys Shanks is 
superintendent of schools. 


Dickey County’s superintendent of schools is Mary 
A. Kelch. 


Divide County also has a woman register of deeds, 
pe A Hay, with Ida Romsos as superintendent of 
schools. 


Mary B. Haas is auditor in Eddy County and Agnes 
A. Davies superintendent of schools. 


Essoms County’s lone woman officer is Philippine 
Berglund, superintendent of schools. - 


The folowing counties also have women as superin- 
tendents of schools: Foster, Edna Cusack; Golden 
Valley, Natalie Adamson; Grant County, Esther H. 
Erickson; Kidder County, Hazel G. Patton; LaNoure 
County, Jessie Shucker; Logan County, Vera Engle- 
king; McHenry County, Elsie Kramer; Richland Coun- 
ty, Effie Nair; Rolette County, Luba A. Johnson; 
Sargent County, Lillie V. Bowser; Slope County, Clara 
B. Brown and Traill County, Myrtle Oien; Wells 
County, Mattie Backen. 

In Grand Forks County, Louise Neate, the first 
woman to hold any office in the county is Register of 
Deeds. Hilda Christianson is superintendent of 
schools. 

Griggs County has Annette Qualey as treasurer and 
Agnes Evenson as superintendent of schools. In Het- 
tinger County Ellen Skartvedt is county treasurer, with 
Agnes Skivohec as county superintendent of schools. 

(Continued on Page 39) 
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EIGHT POINTS ON THE 
EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


by FLORENCE A. ARMSTRONG 
Chairman of Literature and Publications 


Important changes have occurred which have altered the 
position of the Equal Rights Amendment in the eyes of many 
people. Some of these improvements in position are: 


1. The Supreme Court in the Darby Lumber Case reversed its 
stand on the constitutionality of legislation on wages and work- 
ing conditions of men. Hitherto the Court had held that men 
(but not women) had freedom of contract in such matters. This 
change removed the only important reason for excluding men 
from protective legislation. Now such legislation if desirable 
can be extended to include all workers, not merely women. If 
it is not desirable, such legislation should be eliminated com- 
pletely. Organized labor now has power to attend to this aspect 
of protection as it sees fit. 


2. The Attorney General has stated publicly that the Equal 
Rights Amendment ought to be incorporated in the Constitution 
of the United States, to bring it into accord with the Charter 
and other documents of the United Nations which the United 
States has ratified without reservation, and which affirms as 
its purpose to promote human rights without distinction as 
to sex. 


8. It has become generally recognized that the area of dis- 
crimination against women is far greater than the area of pro- 
tection of women. Since the former reason (if any) to protect 


some women, in industry, has now disappeared, there is no longer > 


even the semblance of justification to discriminate against all 
womankind as to fundamental rights in order to favor a little, 
a segment of womankind. 


4. Furthermore, it has become evident that the Equal Rights 
Amendment would have no effect at all on the legislation in the 
welfare field which is based on need, not on sex; such provisions 
as veterans’ benefits, mothers’ pensions, children’s benefits, etc., 
are not under sex legislation, do not constitute a denial or 
abridgement of rights. 


5. The present generation of women is profoundly unsettled 
and discontented on account of their peculiar status—having 
the right ef suffrage, but no other constitutional rights. For 
over 100 years the women,of the United States have struggled 
for these rights. They have seen women in other countries given 
constitutional equality, and they are deeply wounded psychologi- 
cally at this time. Only the most careless observer can fail to 
sense this profound dissatisfaction and distrust. The psycho- 
logical value of the Equal Rights Amendment would be incalcul- 
ably vast and precious to the United States. 


6. It is generally the view of scientists that the tendency of 
human evolution is toward the development of individual dignity 
and character. The Equal Rights Amendment—as the uel 
to the Suffrage Amendment—would supplement and complete 
-and fulfill the aim of generations of women to gain equal justice 
for every citizen; opportunity for full development without dis- 
crimination; the privileges of education; the right to earn a 
living and hold property without discrimination or hindrance; 
the right to worship according to conscience; and the right to 
make contracts, hold office, and share in the control of local, 
“state, and federal governments. When the Equal Rights Amend- 


ment confers on women equality before the law and in the parti-. 


pe ren of the blessings of the rights covered in the Constitution 

of the United States, from which they are now so unjustly ex- 

cluded, the psychological tone of American womanhood will im- 

meneieey improve. The effect on our society will be vastly 
neficial. 


7. The Equal Rights Amendment would insure that in the 
future, governmental attempts to submerge women could not 
stand. ent discriminatory state laws, and pending federal 
proposals to discriminate on a national scale against women— 
as in proposed alterations in the Social Security law—would not 
stand against a clearcut Constitutional amendment like the Equal 
Rights Amendment. -Hence the future of womankind in the 
United States would be far safer than it is at present. Women, 
who have contributed so greatly to our civilization, deserve this 
protection which, as one educator expressed it, “should have been 
our birthright.” 


8. As years have passed, it has become clear that to remove 
discriminations State by State, as some opponents of the Equal 
Rights Amendment recommend, cannot be relied upon. States 
can restore discriminatory provisions as well as remove them. 
As Susan B. Anthony saw so clearly, only a federal admendment 
can secure equal justice to women. 


July-August, 1949 


ETHEL ADAMSON 


By ANITA POLLITZER 
Honorary Chairman, National Woman’s Party 


Ethel Adamson—Mrs. Robert Adamson of Middle- 
town, Monmouth County, New Jersey—member of the 
National Council of the National Woman’s Party, 
passed away on June the third, 1949. 


She was one of the active leaders of the woman move- | 


ment in the United States. Because, as a young news- 
paper woman pioneering in Atlanta, she had seen the 
uphill role that women are forced to play, she gravitated 
to the idea of independence for women. Her marriage 
to Robert Adamson, brilliant newspaper man and an 
important figure in the political world, gave her for 
many years a partner in her varied activities for the 
advancement of women. 

She supported the Woman’s Party in its suffrage 
campaign because she saw the importance of making 
suffrage an immediate nation-wide political issue. With 
suffrage won, she joined with fervor in the campaign 
to win full equality under the law for women. Because 
she felt that the past of the movement for the liberty 
of women was scarcely recognized, she organized and 
headed for the National Woman’s Party, the Committee 
on Pioneers of the Woman Movement. Her first ven- 
ture was eminently victorious—the issuance by the 
United States Government in 1926 of the beautiful 
Susan B. Anthony stamp, of which over 275 million 
were'sold. This stamp carried its own message around 
the world. Mrs. Adamson worked indefatigably on 
this project and put it through. She would want it 
remembered that Abby Scott Baker, a brilliant leader 
in the Woman’s Party in suffrage days, helped with 
the interviews that needed great persuasion. Mrs. 
Adamson would not persuade. With penetrating logic 
she challenged her hearers to all the fairness that was 
in them. 

Ethel Adamson loved beauty and knew how to achieve 
it. Many of us will long remember her distinguished 
Susan B. Anthony Memorial Committee stationery with 
the fine portrait of Miss Anthony. Many of us remem- 
ber her letterhead for the COMMITTEE ON PIONEERS OF 
THE WOMAN MOVEMENT, which spread far and wide, to 
editorial and political offices, the names and anniver- 
sary dates of the pioneers. She worked to establish 
their rightful place in history. This meant the prep- 
aration of endless material for scripts and speeches. 
Due largely to her work, the Governors of 32 States, 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands officially 
proclaimed February 15th, Miss Anthony’s birthday, 
Susan B. Anthony Day. 

In the last few years and until this spring, Mrs. 
Adamson served as New Jersey Chairman of the 
Woman’s Party. These lines which she recently wrote 
on the Equal Rights Amendment to a new member ex- 
press so much: “This is the last lap of the campaign. 
So many years of effort and labor and expense for so 
many women—A great waste of human energy—but a 
chore that must be done.” To her work she brought 
earnestness and the zest of accomplishment. Gay, 
sparkling, and alive is the way we will remember 
Ethel Adamson. 


Recognition for Our Library Ra 


Under the heading “Washington’s Feminist Library’”’ 
the February issue of the Wilson Library Bulletin runs 
an excellent article on the Florence Bayard Hilles Me- 
morial Library at Alva Belmont House. 

Stating that the Library is “unique among special 
collections”, it describes some of the books, gives a 
thumbnail biography of Mrs. Hilles, and closes with 
ta paragraphs on the history of the Woman Move- 
ment. 
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North Dakota (Continued from Page 37) 


The McKenzie County clerk of the court and county 
judge is Cecelia Rude with Bertha Okland county super- 
intendent. 

Morton County has Eleanor S. Ricker for its treas- 
urer and Gena Jensen for superintendent of schools. 

Esther Sem is county treasurer and Helen Vedevig 
superintendent of schools in Nountrail County. 

Nelson County has a woman treasurer, Mathilda A. 
Rust. 

Pembina County boasts of three women officers, 
Friéda Simons, treasurer, Adora Carson, county judge 
and Gertrude Quam, superintendent of schools. 

In Pierce County Margaret Stewart is treasurer and 
Nettie I. Thorsen superintendent of schools. 

Ramsey County has Sophie Johnson as treasurer and 
Teressa McDonnell register of deeds with Gladys Smith 
as superintendent of schools. 

In Ransom County Lenore Hollinshead is auditor, 
Vesta Martin register of deeds and Laura Enderbe 
superintendent of schools. 

The county treasurer of Renville County is a woman, 
Hazel Timms. 

Sheridan County has as its treasurer, Mrs. Ruth 
Hempel, and Edna E. Reinsche as superintendent of 
schools. 

The clerk of the court in Stark County is Charity 
Derouin. 

Stutsman County treasurer is Louise Murphy. 

Towner County’s register of deeds is Lenna G. Owen 
with Susan Smith superintendent of schools. 

Walsh County and Williams County have as treas- 
urers Ida Lundberg and Edith M. Wright respectively. 

Ward County has four women office holders: Gladys 
C. Pederson, auditor; Vivian S. Preble, treasurer; 
ya ones, clerk of court and Nell P. Rose, register 
s. 


At the annual meeting of the County Auditors held 
in Bismarck, they elected Mrs. C. T. Bechtel of Valley 
City, President. This is the first time a woman has 
ever held this position. 


North Dakota boasts of one woman Mayor,—she is 
Mrs. Agnes Geeland of Enderlin. This town, with a 
population of 2000, also boasts of a woman pharmacist, 
owning and operating a drug store, a woman theatre 
owner and operator, and a woman Police Magistrate, 
Mrs. F. L. Monroe. This is the first time any women 
have held office in this city, and from reports I have 
received they are making fine records for their offices. 


In Fargo, North Dakota, the Police Department has 
for the first time appointed two women on the force: 
Miss Louise Harkner as Police Traffic Clerk and Miss 
Ethel Fridgen as Police Department Stenographer. 
These positions were formerly held by men. 


A new addition to the staff of women in Bismarck is 
the very efficient Policewoman, Mrs. G. A. Gilbertson, 


recently appointed by the City Commission. 


Mrs. Catherine Cook, Bismarck, is Clerk of the Cen- 
tral Mailing Bureau, at the State Capitol. This office 
has always been held heretofore by a man. 


Mrs. J. S. Cox, Mott, North Dakota, has been ap- 
pointed Agent for the Soo Railroad of that city. 


This is an illustration of what has been accomplished 
in good old North Dakota since our Legislature set its 
stamp of approval on Equal Rights for women under 
the law by calling upon Congress to pass the Equal 
Rights Amendment. I am keeping a close watch on 
the election and appointment of women to office and 
almost weekly I note some new ones in important pub- 
lic positions. 7 

North Dakota is “tops” all the way through in put- 
ting women in key positions. 


Los Angeles Times Photo 


SENECA FALLS DAY PROCLAIMED IN LOS ANGELES — Mayor Fletcher Bowron pre- 
sents scroll proclaiming July 19, Seneca Falls Day, and honoring the courage and vision of 
the women pioneers of 1848. Receiving the proclamation are: Dr. Mary Sinclair Crawford, 
Chairman of the National Committee on Equal Rights of the National Woman’s Party, and 
former Dean of Women of the University of Southern California, and Mrs. Helen Lee 
MacKellar, Los Angeles attorney and chairman of the Southern Branch of the committee, 
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News From The States 


District of Columbia Branch held its annual meeting 
at Alva Belmont House, June 5, 1949. The folowing 
officers Were elected for the coming year: Chairman, 
ome Van Dyke Baer; first vice chairman, Cornelia 

arter; second vice chairman, Clara Mandescheid; 
third vicé chairman, Jessie Blaine; fourth vice chair- 
man, Barbara Liebst Westeblee; corresponding secre- 
tary, Dorothea Swan; assistant corresponding secre- 
tary, Marie Futer Eiland; treasurer, Golder Norton 
Kimmel; recording secretary, Ann Gilman Paul. 


By vote of the members, annual dues for the Branch 
were fixed at $3.50. The Branch will retain one dollar, 
Headquarters will receive one dollar, and one-fifty will 
go to pay for a subscription to Equal Rights. 


Maryland Branch elected the following officers at its 
annual meeting in June: Chairman, Mrs. Ethel B. Mc- 
Kinney; first vice chairman, Mrs. Virginia Starr Free- 
dom; second vice chairman, Mrs. Helen V. Cann; third 
vice chairman, Miss Rose Zetzer; recording secretary, 
Mrs. Dorothy Bell; corresponding secretary, Mrs. Hazel 
Armstrong; treasurer, Miss Virginia Lee Marchant. 
The retiring chairman, Mrs. Alice Kachadourian, was 
elected Honorary Chairman and presented with a beau- 
tiful silver vase. 


The Branch celebrated Seneca Falls Day with a tea 
and program at the Sheraton Belvedere Hotel. Speak- 
ers were Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker, Mrs. Robert Ret- 
zer, Miss Rose Zetzer, Miss Helen Elizabeth Brown. 
Miss Gladys Greiner read some of her poems honoring 
the pioneers and the cause of equality. Music and ex- 
cellent refreshments gave the proper festive air to the 
celebration of this outstanding woman’s day. 


Michigan State officers elected for 1949-50 at the 


annual meeting are: Chairman, Mrs. Phoebe C. Mun- 
necke; three vice chairmen, Mrs. A. L. Brooks, Mrs. 
Pearl Greason, Mrs. Geraldyne L. Moore; secretaries, 
Rebecca C. Grace and Mrs. J. Harold Coyer; treasurer, 
Mrs. Gay G. Ritter. Elected to the new board are Mrs. 
Margaret Doyle, Mrs. Florence Leonard, Mrs. A. C. 
McKibbin, Patricia French and Constance Cotter. 


On July 16 the Branch held its annual midsummer 
meeting at the home of the first vice chairman, Mrs. 
A. L. Brooks, on the shore of Cass Lake. Supper was 
served at tables outdoors overlooking the lake. 


Michigan women are urging their Congressmen to 
act favorably on the Amendment at this session of Con- 
gress. Like National Woman’s Party members every- 
where they are disturbed by the long inactivity of the 
8ist Congress on this vital issue. 


New York City Committee—Mrs. Lilian A. Burton, 
Chairman, sends the welcome news that the Women’s 


Medical Association of New York City has voted to 


support the Equal Rights Amendment, and has in- 
structed the secretary to write all members of the Sen- 
ate and House Judiciary Committees to that effect. Dr. 
Ada Chree Reid, assistant editor, Journal of the Ameri- 
can Medical Women’s Association, notified the New 
York City Committee of this action. 


Ohio. Two of the monthly meetings of 1949 of the 
Columbus Branch of the National Woman’s Party have 
paid tribute to the two women members of the Ohio 
State Senate. 


More than 50 representative women attended a bril- 
liant dinner at the Seneca Hotel on Susan B. Anthony’s 
Birthday to honor Miss Margaret Mahoney of Cleve- 
land, first woman elected majority leader of that body. 
Miss Mahoney gave a fine address with the Anthony 
anniversary as theme. 


| Library of Congress 


First and B Sts., S.E. 
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CENT 


Senator Catherine R. Dobbs, new in the Ohio Senate 
but well known in the National Woman’s Party as 
National Chairman of the Young Adults Committee, 
was honored by a luncheon at the University Club in 
April. Mrs. Dobbs was also the principal speaker. 


Two meetings have been held in Dayton since the 
National Convention met in Washington. The meetings 
were in the nature of a revival. May 4, Clara Snell 
Wolfe spoke before an evening meeting arranged b 
Dayton members and on June 11 Ernestine Breisc 
Powell of Worthington, Second Vice Chairman of the 
Ohio Branch, addressed an audience at a meeting and 
tea at the Biltmore Hotel on the subject, “The Equal 
Rights Amendment and the Political Parties”. Mrs. 
Powell practiced law in Dayton for eleven years and 
while there was renewing old acquaintances. — 


Wisconsin. The Branch reports the removal of one 
more discrimination against women: The 1949 Legis- 
lature amended a section of the Wisconsin statutes 
(187.13) (1) (a) relating to persons who may incorpo- 
rate for religious missionary purposes. The law for- 
merly read “Any male persons, not less than ten in 
number ... may organize a corporation for religious 
missionary purposes in this manner herein pro- 
vided ...” The legislature established equality by 
striking out the word “male”. It also eliminated the 
phrase “not less than ten in number” and inserted the 
numeral “10’’. 


Dr. Agnes E. Wells, National Chairman, was the 
guest of the Executive Committee of the Wisconsin 
Branch at luncheon on June 29, when she stopped off 
in Madison enroute to Washington from Seattle, where 
she attended the: National.Convention of.the AAUW. . 


— — 
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Headquarters News 


During the absence at Headquarters of Dr. Agnes E. 
Wells while she was attending the A.A.U.W. Conven- 
tion at Seattle, Wash., Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker of 
Winter Park, Florida, Member of National Couneil, and 
Lobby Chairman, came to serve as Acting Chairman at 
Headquarters until the return of Dr. Wells. 


Mrs. Harry Cope of Shaker Heights, Ohio, has re- 
turned home after spending several weeks at Head- 
quarters making an inventory, putting a valuation on 
the furniture at Headquarters, and photographing the 
unusual antique pieces. 


Miss Ruth Crone, secretary to Senator Dulles, has 
taken up residence at Headquarters. | 


Mr. John Munroe and his little son, Jeremy, of Chi- 
cago, paid a visit to Headquarters the last week in 
July. Mr. Munroe is the Director of the Henry George 
School of Social Science in Chicago. — 


British Wives Seek Equal Rights in the Home 


Under this headline, the N.Y. Daily News, published 
on July 10th an article by Arthur Veysey, detailing the 
legal discriminations against the British married 
woman. He states that until 66 years ago a wife was 
a “legal ghost”. Now Dr. Edith Summerskill is strain- 
ing every medical and legal argument to have British 
wives made equal partners in their own homes. 


Fortunately, we Americans can settle our inequali- 
ties by an Equal Rights Amendment, and it’s high time 
that this 8lst Congress passed this Amendment with- 
out further delay. After all, women form more than 
one-half of the population! 
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